ABSTRACT
Objectives
The present study examined (a) pre-service school personnel's knowledge of ADHD and the effects of stimulant medication on academic and behavioral performance of students with ADHD and (b) the differences in knowledge levels between the graduate and undergraduate students.
Method

Sample
The sample consisted of pre-service educators taking the introductory course in special education at the undergraduate and graduate levels at a major urban were double checked by a graduate student for errors.
Once the data was entered, a 't' test was conducted to examine the differences in knowledge between the UG and graduate students. Students' total scores on the 13 factual questions were used to examine the differences between the UG and graduate students. Finally, a descriptive analysis for each question was undertaken.
Results
The results of the independent samples t-test indicated that there was no difference between the graduate and UG groups at the .05 level, t (74) = -1.681, p = .097 as shown in Table 1 . The graduate student group had a higher mean score of 10.2 (SD of 2.22) compared to the UG student group, which had a mean score of 9.22 (SD of 2.84).
Overall descriptive analysis indicated that, 11 of the 13 items are answered correctly by more than half of the preservice school personnel. The two items that the preservice educators (both UG and graduate) had lower scores or answered incorrectly were (a) children with ADHD exhibit similar amounts of problematic behaviors when on stimulants and (b) stimulants positively influence academic achievement in the long run as shown in Table   2 . Furthermore, 27 to 41percent of the sample answered three other questions incorrectly. These statements were (a) ADHD is caused by brain malfunction, (b) one can confirm diagnosis of ADHD if stimulant improves attention of the child, and (c) physical growth rate of children is decreased when on stimulants. When analyzed for differences between graduate and UG students, 44.4% of the UG and 37.5% of the graduate students incorrectly identified that brain malfunction causes ADHD. Similarly, 44.4% of the UG and 25% of the graduate students incorrectly identified attention improvements after medication confirms ADHD diagnosis as given in Table 2 .
When analyzed for the differences between graduate students and UG students in answering the 13 factual questions, a greater percentage of graduate students answered three statements/questions incorrectly than the UG students. These were (a) ADHD symptoms may be caused by academic deficits, (b) stress and home conflict can cause ADHD symptoms, and (c) a diagnosis of ADHD can be confirmed if stimulant medication improves attention. A greater percentage of UG students scored lower on the other 10 questions than the graduate students. The greatest difference between the graduate and UG students was on two statements on the effects of stimulants. Approximately, 55% of graduate students and 36.1% of the UG students correctly identified that student with ADHD who is on stimulants exhibit similar amounts of problem behaviors as their peers as incorrect as shown in Table 2 . Similarly, 52.5% of the graduate students and 33.3% of the UG students correctly indicated that the statement "stimulants have positive effect on academics rd in the long run" as false. Furthermore, 1/3 of the UG students incorrectly identified that stimulants affect the growth rate of the student.
Discussion
The results of the study indicate that there are no differences between the graduate and UG students' knowledge of ADHD and stimulant medication. The descriptive analysis indicated that less than 50% of the students answered correctly, 2 of the 9 questions/ statements on the effects of stimulant medication.
Furthermore, there were differences between the graduate and UG students on many statements with the graduate student group scoring lower on three of the 13 questions and UG student group scoring lower on the other ten questions.
The findings of this study indicate that pre-service school personnel, both at the UG and graduate level, had higher knowledge scores than those reported in previous 
Conclusion
The findings of the study extend previous literature in that it examines the common misconceptions of stimulant 
